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Ra‘f"’i-{-' =T ouvin g in the S e by Ed Leéper

Early Sunday, Dec. 20 we left Berkeley for Feter Grubb Hut in the
face of a Highway. Patrol ”travelerS'Warnlng” for high winds and snow.
We started from the new Donner Pass freeway. leaving our cars at a dandy
parklng spot they had: plowed out on a road under the freeway. The snow
let up partly'whlle we hlked in, so that weant easily, for the most part .-

The only‘dlpflculty on. the. trlp in.to the hut was: Wlth some "inde- .
pendent wemen" (Fris Chapman, Louise Lev1, and Pat Billig) who were stlll :
simmering over having been docne out ¢f a heroic trip from Squaw Valley :
(across wind-whipped ridges, perilous avalanche slopes, and threatenin
cornices—unaided by any member. of The more caubious and dependent sex
They decided that starting from the new freeway would be but -childs play.
Sb loaded wzth more than their share of group Food: (scofflng at lighter
loads), they struak off into:the blizzard from the old highway.

With ceol cous gb aﬂd ﬁejlberate gcorn for conditions that mlght
have struck ‘fear into the hears of : timid male, they approached the .
final wind swept ridge: Mothodically and ”rlentWeasly they pushed
forward as darkness and the sbtorm closed.in. Were they deterred when
”[the wind whipped the very (and only) tepo maw out of their hands?
’ ﬁbre they bothered then they couldan!t remember which side of the ridge
'=the hut was supposcd to be n? Neveri With periect composure they
prepared a 01v0LaC'“heluef as che leuza;d reged., When a haggard and
.. battered rescue pacty.of timid msles Jocated them a few hours later, .
they were sitting by a roaring fire regalﬂngnpne another with accounts
of the 27,0600 foot blvouao on Iverast. Ouly promlses of 1amb chops
could tempt them +O'uhe hut, ab uuaﬁ poan

The next day ¢t ralnenc” beveraH sk: taur;ng expedltlons returned
to the hut completely drenched very socu after they.started. We-amused =~
“-ourselves. by. baillhg the chemical toilet. arguing over whether there ™~ .°~
-~ were.2Q.or 2% of"uqi reaalng stories of the Hobbit, and eating. . My

own feelings about the. warm rainy weather tw*bntened when samebody
r inded me I'd forgotten to put the aniii-freeze in.my car.: But no-
b ly else really seemed to mind el+he“ L crowded. hut is.really very
cozy. Pat Hoadley and Sigrid Wheelis 1sfi for Berkeley in the rain,
and John Storer arrived very wet. We looked at him and thought about
akilng out the next day, and ther 3r;ed Ho fo:geb about it..

. . That night and the next morning it rainad, Even in Oregoq; XL
have never seen it rain so sheadily. ' Wo pecked up, and then sat down
to wait while we recad soms more., It didn't seem to want to stop. At

least it was warm and the cars were d.own ulll So we waxed,up and
made a dash

v e e

: But our troubles were nob over whe1 yolcy got uat of our drenched
clothlng. The outside world had glten ($35 worbn of parking tickets)
and ;taken away ($80 worth of bthings ctelen from a car) while we were
gone.

As we drove home, it tegan to dawn on us that still other-things
had been hagnenlng in the OULSldE.W“TlC as we saw a once quiet 11ttle
 stream domng 1ts Jbest Lo ceriy away roacs and houses. . iy *.
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We camc out f the.restaurant dcorcscedand disgusted. All tha® mornoy
for a casc of indigestion! ~We regolved ncver to cat therc again, and
write it down to make sure. As we drove on we-rccalled that many y

t
0

g0 the UCHC used to keep a little black notcbook with good placcs t at
on trips, and bad places to stay away from. Too bad it had becn lost - and
forgotten! We decided to start a ncw, up-to-datc list. So far we have a
oretty good list, but not ncarly enough. We waat to -rint it as a sunple-
ment to the Bear Track, something like the membership list, that could ke
saved and referred to taroughout the semester. Therefore, we want it to
be good and long, as useful as sossible, when we print it. Our goal is
the NEXT Bear Track, and we need YOUR help. If you know of any good cheap
nlaces, or good expensive places near roadheads, anywhere in the West---al-
so rotten olaces to keep out of--get in touch with Dick licCracken or me.
Leave a note in the office, call TH 1-1387 {(preferably around dinnertime),
or drop a postcard to P.0. Box 1093, berkeley. Include as much informa-
tion as you can, including the aporoximate date of the last time you ate
there. THIS MEANS YOU.

California has in fact the world's only redwood trecs. Two soecies
once flourished here: the Sierra Redwood or Sequoia Gigantea, which has
been protected in the Sequoia National Fark and several State Parks:; and
the Coast Redwood, or Sequoia Sempervirens, 102,000 acres of whic™ have
been preserved in State Parks. The Save-the-redwoods Lezgue was orcanized
in 1916 by Aubrey and Newton Drury in an effort to stop the ruthless icg-
ging which had removed three-quarters of the original two million trecs.
Since that date the League has collected funds and carried on education
and lobbying nrograms to get the remaining redwoods intc the protection of
perks; their collected donations, matched by State contributions, hac
sreserved many virgin groves. Its goal is to preserve the scenic mojesty
of the redwoods for ourselves and for future generestions. Ironic %ha® man
must come to the aid of the world's oldest living things to prevent whalw
destruction at the hands of man.
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The Save-the-Redwoods League would like to enlarge the existing »arks
to cover full watersheds and to include many adjacent groves which are not
now inside of parks. They, the Sierra Club, and the State Division of
Beaches and Parks have been fighting -a showdows batile.with the Statc Div-
ision of Highways over the cutting down of hundreds of virgin trees G0
build freeways and the solitting of parks and scenic areas, in Jedediah
Smith Stete Park and along the Gold Bluffs beach and Prairie Creek Stathe
psrk. The State Division of Highways has unlimited right of condemraticon
over State Park. lands, an ineguitable situation as far as the Division cof
Beaches and Parks is concerned, and a tragedy as far as preservation of
scenic areas ig concerned. Governor Brown has said that no redwoods anallk
be cut down to make way for freeways, but in his latest letter to the
Sierra Club he indicates .that he can or will do no more to nrevent thes
Highway Division from cutting down trees in Jedediah 3mith State Park. The
League has always maintained that the State cannot violate its trust obli-
gation to the many donors who have contributed to the establishment or tue
memorial groves.



The:National Park Service and the ilational Geogranhic Society have re-
cently revived the idea of a National Redwoods Park in northern California;
the Coast Redwoods are a national asset, they insist, and grants-in-aid have
been suggested from the Federal Governmcnt to help establlsh such a park.
One of ;the princinal advantages of Federal ownershin is that National Parks
are not subject to condemnation by State agencies; furthermore.there is
more money avallable from Federpl funds..,

Professqr Emanuel Fritz of the.Forestny Denartment, in a discussion en-
titled To Cut or Not to Cut, at the Forestry Ciub meeting January 6, gave
his arguments against the nronosed forration of narks. He argued that the
proposal was -too indiscriminate in preserving all sorts of trees; that only
the most superlative stands should be preserved. In his opinion it was far
better to have small but matchless groves than to have large mediocre ones.

He argued against developing parks for nrincipally recreational pur-
poses. There is too much danger from falling treces and branches, he said;
there is too much danger on the other hand to the trees from peosle who are
the most destructive agents to Nature; there are too many people already
coming to the Redwoods for us to encourage more. Parks are needed nearer to
the centers of ponulation; and the economic benefits to the area are not
going to be greater due tO'lncrea ed rocreatlonal use.

He dwelt on the hlgh cost»of establlshlng the parks 35000, ner .acre
which figures out to: be about.one to.one and one-half million dollars. He
pointed out that in addition many_aawmllls would have to be bought, ag their
source of supply would be gone.. He expressed his. doubts that either ade-
quate compensation would -be given to: the: State for any State Parks absorbed
into the National Park System-or uh&t the: nromised grants-in-aid: woula be
forthcoming. _y : +

He defended logging-as escential:both to the economy of. the region and
to the resource mapagement which he as a forester was interested in. The
industry 2lso serves to keep the already too dense ponulation centers from
being more crowded. It was his: feellng that lobglng is not carried on in
such a way as to destroy all; the old, v1rg1n treesop4

He was critical of the nrooonemts of the Park the National Park Ser-
vice by its suggestion: of a: Natlonal Pavk suggests that State management is
not good enough; he was partlcularly hard on . the Sierra Club and the Save-
the-Redwoods. League, accusing them of puttlng out "false", "dishonest",
"purposelykmlsleadlng", and "brainwashing'. llterature, espe01ally the re—
cent photographic documentary, The Last Redwoods. I felt that.his remarks
in this vein were an unwarranted attaclk on the integrity of the conservat—
ion grouns. ,:-; :ih' o

Dan Luten, Profes¢or of Geograohy, then gave an answer to Professor
Fritz's arguments. He started by drawing a 3lcture on the board. of the Cam-
panile, at 301 feet, and the recently discovered tallest redwood at 367 feet.
He emphesized his concern for our living standards, cultural and aesthetic,
which take a decline if we ignore the scenic Values in the natural condition
of the forests. We must be thinking of the nreservation of scenic values
for our descendents, not only ourselves. He gave an illustration of the
size of the demand for new parks: 50,000 acres out of 250,000 are proposed



for in?lusion in parks, and the remaining old growth will be gone by the
year 2000. If 211 of the remaining virgin trees were cut, they would all
be gone by the year 2010, for a difference of 10 years. He also suggested

tnat the less efficient a resource extractive industry is, the more »sros-
perous tne area is; he cited West Virginia coal mininz industry as an ex-
ample of a denressed area due to excessive operation. He pointed out that
only 3% of the tax base would be affected by the land being put into Parks;
he thought that the desrescional effect would be felt mostly among the
stockholders rather than in the areas themselves.

Ee brought out the principal, most important and conclusive argument
in favor of enlarging the pariks. Complete watersheds must be included in
order to srotect the trees and ecology of the region. Logging and clear-
ing tremendously increases flood damage, besides disrunting the life of the
region. ?>rofesczor Ed Stone, s-eaking during the discuscion, said that for
ecological reasons as well as conservation reasons the entire vegetal
range of life must be sreserved, not just the largest trees. Profescor
Luten suggested that reforestation of redwoods must be thought of in 1000-
year cycles, not 100-year ones. The [1ill Creek region above Jedediah
Smith State Park is an area where flood damage due to extensive logging
threatens to seriously destroy groves within the Park.

Professor Luten honed thest the Legislature next year would consider
an amendment to the charter of the Division of Highways limiting their
right to condemn State Parks. I urge all Hiking Club members to write a
letter to you legislator asking action on this inequity in California's
government: Assembly Edwin L. 2'berg, Chairman of the Ascembly Committee
on Natural Resources, Planning, and Public Vorks, Canitol Bldg., Sacramen-
to; as well as the legislators from your district: State Senator John W.
Holmdahl, 1111 Jackson Street, Rm. 1015, Oakland; Assemblyman Byron Rum-
ford, 1500 Stuart Street, Berkeley; Ron Mulford, 2150 Franklin Street,
Oakland. Such letters need only be brief but to the point; write one now.

It is our feeling that the cutting of redwoods should be stopped now,
and the current groves of trees should be »reserved at their »resent size.
As far as the logging industry is concerned, physical and ecological main-
tenance of the regions is far more important; and there are other lumber
trees available, The idea that limits on sizes can be set abbitrarily for
scenic resources is nrenosterous; should we preserve only one-quarter of
the Grand Canyon, and build d@ocks, industrial plants, and commercial plants
in the remaining three-quarters? should the Division of Highways run a
freeway through Yosemite Valley, and un Tenaya Canyon, and chop off part of
Half Dome if that route is cheaver and shorter? should mining interests be
allowed in Carlsbad Caverns so long as the first 1000 or 2000 feet are »re-
served for snectetors? These are not problems or economics and nragmatics,
but deerer sroblems of aesthetics and »ohilosonhy; not even a »ebble or a
wild-flower should be »icked from the beach or meadow, in my opinion. The
arguments about how many logs or how much money are all trivial compared
with these transcendent questions of values.

So I urge you first to write the letter as above c.ncerning the rights
of the Division of Beaches and ®arks over its lands; and more important,
write urging that redwoods cinstitute a scenic resource which is »riceless
and irreplaceable, that all further destruction should stop immediately;



and more s»necifically, urge that existing State Parks be enlarged to
include compléte watersheds for ecological reasons as well as »>rotection
of the redwoods, mentioning Mill (reek; and urge that the Gold Bluffs
beach be made an integral part of Prairie Creek State “ark.

I conclude here with the song which my brother Iranklin wrote about
the situation which is more eloquent about the Redwoods than I can hope
to be: Sequoia Sempervirens.

(To the music of the Titanic)

It was many years ago thet the seeds began to sprout,
And along the foggy coast, Redwood trees grew all about,
Then the highway engineers said, Those trees we've got to clear,
It was sad when those great Trees went down.
Oh, it was sad, oh, it was sad,
It was sad when tiuose great trees went down,
they were victims of the
Chainsaw, bulldozer, and highway engineer,
It was sad wnen those great Trees went down.

Oh, the people held in trust and »“resumed it would be saved,

In those dedicated groves, thought they never would be »aved,

3ut a breach of trust and taste laid those ancient trees to waste,
It was sad when those great Trees went down.
(Chorus)

liow, highways come and go, and will soon grow out of date,
And the builders of those roads, tis quite »lain could relocate,
3ut giant Redwo>d trees are not moved with such great ease,

It was sad when those great Trees went down.

(Chorus)

Did the people ever give them the right to desecrate

In the name of building roads, all the beauty of the State?

This usurped authority pays little heed to you and ae,

Qur environment lies in the hands of the engineers.
(Chorus)

Prairie Creek stood sroud and fair, and adjacent to the beach,
Till the two were s>lit anart by the freeway that did reach,
And the Coastline Bluffs of Gold lost their oristine state of old,
It was sad when that wild coast was lost.

(Chorus)

S0 the Redwood trees went down, and will never be rebuilt,
And the engineers move on, ne'er quite feeling any guilt;
To "Develop and Progress", and invade all wilderness,

Till our world ends up in one God-awful mess!

! (Chorus)









